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EXHIBIT

RESOLUTToNNo. //-/3 -Z-b eJ
A RESOLUTION OF COMMISSSIONERS COURT OF HOPKINS
COLf{TY, TEXAS APPRO!'ING THE TAX ABATEMENT WITH
SIGNATURE SOLAR A]\D EG4 AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY JTJDGE
TO ENTER INTO THE TAX ABATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE
COTJNTY FOR AI{ ECONON{IC DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Hopkins County, Texas, to promote local economic
growth and development and to stimulate business in the County, and

WHEREAS, the Hopkins County can promote economic growth and development by
approving the tax abatement with Signature Solar and EG4 and,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court having reviewed the proposed Tax Abatement with
Signature Solar and EG4, and determined that it is appropriate that it be approved as a program to
promote local economic growth and development and to stimulate business in the County and,

SECTION T.

The Commissioners Court of Hopkins County hereby approves the tax abaternent between the
Hopkins County and Signature Solar and EG4 for an economic development project and authorizes the
County Judge to sign the tax abatement,

This resolution shall become effective from and after its passage.

PASSED and APPROVED this the l3th day of November 2023.

Robert Newsom, County Judge

ATTEST:
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WHEREAS, upon full review and consideration of the agreement, and all matters attendant
and related thereto, and is ofthe opinion that the terms and conditions thereofshould be approved.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSSIONERS COURT OF
HOPKINS COUTY, TEXAS, THAT:
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNry OF HOPKINS

AGREEMENT

This AGREEMENT fAGREEMENT') is enlered into by and between Hopkins County Texas,
hereinafter refened to as COUNTY, acting by and through Robert Newsom, its duly elected County
Judge, and Signature Solar, LLC and EG4 Electronics, LLC, hereinafier collectively refened to as
O\ NER, acting by and through James Showalte( its duly authorized Managing Member

WITNESETH:

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Property Redevelopmenl and Tax Abatement Act, codified in
Chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code (the "ACf), the COUNry has adopted the Guidelines and Criteria for
the Economic Development lncentives Program (the "POLlCY STATEMENI''); and

WHEREAS, the POLICY STATEMENT constitutes appropriate guidelines and criteria governing
tax abatement AGREEMENTS to be entered into by the COUNry as contemplated by Chapter 3'12 ofthe
Tax Code; and

WHEREAS, the COUNTY has adopted Resolution stating that it elects to be eligible to participate
in tax abatement; and

WHEREAS, the PREMISES, as hereinaffer defined, are wholly located within Reinvestment Zone
Number SS2301 CZONE') created by Ordinance No. 2844; and

WHEREAS, the COUNTY desires to enter into this AGREEMENT in order to maintain and or
enhance the commercial and or industrial economic and employment base of the COUNTY of Hopkins to
the long term interest and benefrt ofthe COUNTY in accordance,/vith and Chapter 312 of the CODE; and

WHEREAS, the contemplated use of the PREMISES, as hereinafter defined, the contemplated
improvements to the PREMISES in the amount set forth in this AGREEMENT and the other terms hereof
are consistent with encouraging development of Reinvestment Zone Number S52301 in accordance with
the purposes and intent ofthe PoLlcY STATEMENT, and all applicable law; and

WHEREAS, a copy of this AGREEMENT has been furnished in the manner prescibed by the
ACT to the presiding officers of the governing bodies of each of the taxing entities in the area in which the
PREMISES is located.

NOW THEREFORE, the COUNTY for good and valuable consideration, the adequacy and
receipt of which are hereby acknowledged, which consideration includes the expansion of employment
and the attraction of major investment in the ZONE, which contributes to economic development in lhe
COUNTY, and the OVVNER for good and valuable consideration, which consideration includes the tax
abatement set forth herein below, as authorized by the ACT, do hereby contract, covenant and agree as
follows:

A.
DEFINITIONS

1. The property which is the subject of this AGREEMENT is that property located at 614 Bill
Bradford Rd, Sulphur Springs, Texas and 421 lndustrial Dr East, Sulphur Springs, Texas and described in

Exhlb,ilE attached hereto and made a part hereof, and shall be hereinafler referred to as PREMISES.

2. Ihe improvements to be constructed shall have a value of at least $5,000,000.00 dollars
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that are amxed to the PREMISES, which shall be refened to hereinafter as the IMPROVEMENTS. The
kind, number and location of all proposed IMPROVEMENTS are more specifically described in Exhibit "8"
attached hereto and made part of this AGREEMENT for all purposes.

B.
DUTIES OF OWNER

1- The OWNER shall substantially complete or cause to be completed construction of the
IMPROVEMENTS on the PREMISES that upon completion shall have a value appraised by the Hopkins
County Appraisal District of not less than five million dollars ($5,000,000.00) CREOUIRED VALUE') on or
about December 31, 2023 provided that OnTNER shall have such additional time to complete the
IMPROVEMENTS as may be required if O\TVNER is diligently pursuing completion of the initial phase of
the IMPROVEMENTS in the event of "force majeure", or if in the sole opinion of the COUNry the
OnINER has made substantial progress toward completion of the initial phase of the IMPROVEMENTS.
For this purpose, "force majeure" shall mean any contangency or cause beyond the reasonable control of
O\A/NER including, without limitalion, acts of God or the public enemy, war, riot, civil commotion,
insurrection, governmental or de facto governmental action (unless caused by acts or omissions of
O\ NER), fire, explosion or flood, and strikes. The date of substantial completion of the
IMPROVEMENTS shall be defined as the date a Certificate of Occupancy is issued for the
IMPROVEMENTS.

2. The OWNER agrees and covenants lhat it will diligently and faithfully in a good and
workmanlike manner pursue (or cause to be pursued) the completion of the IMPROVEMENTS as a good
and valuable consideration of this AGREEMENT OU./NER further covenants and agrees that all
construction of the IMPROVEMENTS will be in accordance with all applicable state and local laws and
regulations or valid waiver thereof. ln further consideration, from the date a Certificate of Occupancy is
issued until five years after the expiration of this AGREEMENT, O\ NER covenants and agrees that the
PREMISES will be continuously operated, maintained and occupied as a office/warehouse facility-

3. The OWNER further agrees that the COUNTY and its agents and employees, shall have
reasonable right of access to the PREMISES to inspect the IMPROVEMENTS in orderto insure that the
construction of the IMPROVEMENTS are in accordance with this AGREEMENT and all applicable state
and local laws and regulations or valid waiver thereof; and subject to OVVIIER'S reasonable security
requirements. the continuing right to inspect PREMISES to insure that the PREMISES are thereafter
maintained, operated and occupied in accordance with this AGREEMENT.

4. The PREMISES shall at all times be used in a manner that is consistent \ rith the general
purpose of encouraging development within the ZONE. Both parties agree that the use ofthe premises
for ofiice and warehousing purposes in accordance with this AGREEMENT, is consistent with such
purpose.

5. The OWNER is also required to create Five hundred (500) jobs. For Years 1-5 of the
agreement, the OWNER is required to create 100 Jobs per year, and in years 6-10 OWIER is required to
maintain the 500 jobs created in years l-5. These jobs will have a minimum payroll of g 32,800 per
employee per year

6. Prior to December3lst of each year this AGREEMENT is in effect, O\ /NER shall certiry
to the governing body the COUNTY that OWNER is in compliance with each applicable term of this
AGREEMENT. OVVNER agrees to provide the COUNTY any documentation the COUNTy may
reasonably require to substantiate that he is in compliance with this AGREEMENT.
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1. Subject to the terms and conditions of this AGREEMENT, and subject to the rights of
holders of any outstanding bonds of the COUNTY, a portion of ad valorem real property taxes from the
PREMISES otheMise owed to the COUNTY for the value of the IMPROVEMENTS shall be abated as
provided herein. Said abatement shall be as set forth below on the taxes assessed upon the value ofthe
IMPROVEMENTS in the year of abatement, for each year in which the value meets or exceeds the
REQUIRED VALUE and to the extent that the value exceeds the value of the IMPROVEMENTS in the
year in which this AGREEMENT is executed, in accordance with the terms of this AGREEMENT and all
applicable state and local regulations or a valid waiver thereof; provided that the OVVNER shall have the
right to protest and/or contest any assessment of the PREMISES and said abatement shall be applied to
the amount of taxes finally determined to be due as a result of any protest and/or contest. OVVNER and
COUNTY agree that the value of the EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS in the year in which this AGREEMENT
is executed is Two million two hundred forty-three thousand eight hundred thirty dollars ($2,243,830.00).
ln accordance with these terms, the abatement granted shall be as follows, with "year one" beginning
January 1, of the year following the year in which a certificate of occupancy is issued by the CITY for the
IMPROVEMENTS:

Year Percent of value of improvements exemoted from taxation
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033

2. lf the appraised value as determined by the Hopkins County Appraisal District falls below
the REQUIRED VALUE, OVVNER shall not be eligible fff tax abatement during that tax year. lf in a
subsequent year during the term of this AGREEMENT the value exceeds the REQUIRED VALUE, an
abatement shall be granted at the rate established for that year.

D.
BREACH AND RECAPTURE

1. lf (1) the IMPROVEMENTS for which an abatement has been granted are not
substantially completed in accordance with this AGREEMENT; or (2) O\ 

^ER 
fails to occupy the

IMPROVEMENTS for the PURPOSES required by this AGREEMENT; or (3) OVVNER breaches any of the
terms or conditions of this AGREEMENT, then this AGREEMENT shall be in default. ln the event that the
OWNER defaults in its performance of (1), (2) or (3) above, then the COUNry shall give the OWNER
written notice of such default and if the OVVNER has not cured such default, or obtained a waiver thereof
from the appropriate authority, within (30) days of said written notice, and the OWNER does not
commence to cure such default within said thirty day period and thereafter diligently proceed with its
efforts to cure the same, thi6 AGREEMENT may be terminated by the COUNTY. Notice shall be in writing
as provided below. lf the COUNTY terminates this AGREEMENT for default, OI'VNER shall pay to the
COUNTY all taxes which otherwise would have been paid to the COUNTY without the benefrt of
abatement but without the addition of penalty; interest will be charged at the statutory rate for delinquent
taxes as determined by Section 33.01 of the CODE within sixty days after the expiration of the above
mentioned applicable cure period. Afier sixty days, if sald taxes owed remain unpaid by the OVVNER, the
penalties and interest will accrue as provided by law. The AGREEMENT may be terminated by the
mutual consent of the parties in the same manner that the AGREEMENT was approved and executed. lf
the IMPROVEMENTS have not been completed at the time of termination, the COUNry shall recapture
any property tax revenue lost as a result of the AGREEMENT.
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?. ll is expressly agreed and acknowledged between the parties to the AGREEMENT that
nothing in this AGREEMENT shall be deemed or construed to afiect the ability of the COUNTY to place a
lien for taxes against the property as established by Section 32.01 of the CODE. Such lien shall secure
the payment of all taxes, penalties and interest ultimately imposed on the property, including any taxes
abated and subject to recapture under this AGREEMENT. Any such lien may be fully enforced pursuant
to the provisions of the CODE. For purposes of this subsection, "property" refers to the PREMISES and
all IMPROVEMENTS described herein.

3. Following the expiration of the tax abatement period under this AGREEMENT, the
property subject to this AGREEMENT shall become fully taxable subject to any lawful exemptions and
special appraisal that may otherwise apply.

E.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Notice. Notices required to be given to any party to this AGREEMENT shall be given
personally or by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, addressed to the
party at its address set forth below, and, if given by mail, shall be deemed delivered as of the date
deposited in the United States mail:

For COUNTY by notice to

Hopkins County Court House
Attention: Robert Newsom, County Judge
PO. Box 288
Sulphur Springs, Texas 7 83

Signature Solar, LLC / EG4 Electronics, LLC
Attention: James Showalter, Managing Member
1130 Como St.
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482

Any party may change the address to which notices are to be sent by giving the other parties
writlen notice in lhe manner provided in this paragraph.

2. lndemnification. OVvllER in performing its obligations under this AGREEMENT is
acting independently, and the COUNTY assumes no responsibilities or liabilities to third parties in
connection with the PREMISES or IMPROVEMENTS. O\A/NER agrees to INDEMNIFY, DEFEND, AND
HOLD HARMLESS THE COUNTY, ITS OFFICERS, AGENTS, EMPLOYEES, AND VOLUNTEERS IN
BOTH THEIR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CAPACITIES, FROM AND AGAINST CLAIMS SUITS, DEMANDS,
LOSSES, DAMAGES, CAUSES OF ACTION, AND LIABILITY OF EVERY KIND, INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, EXPENSES OF LITIGATION OR SETTLEMENT, COURT COSTS, AND ATTORNEYS
FEES \A/}IICH MAY ARISE DUE TO ANY DEATH OR INJURY TO A PERSON OR THE LOSS OF, LOSS
OF USE OE OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, ARISING OUT OF OR OCCURRING AS A
CONSEQUENCE OF THE PERFORMANCE OF THIS AGREEMENT, SAVE AND EXCEPT FOR THE
ACTUAL NEGLIGENCE OF THE COUNTY, ITS OFFICERS, AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES AS
DETERMINED BY A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION, O\A/NER INDEMNIFICATION
OBLIGATIONS INCLUDE THE PAYMENT OF REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES AND EXPENSES
INCURRED BY THE COUNTY AND TAXING UNITS IN CONNECTION WTH THESE CLAIMS, SUITS,
OR CAUSES OF ACTION.

3. No ownership by COUNTY officer. lt is the belief of both parties that the PREMISES
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do not include any property that is owned or leased by a member of the Commissioners Court or by any
other board or commission of the COUNry having responsibility for approval of this AGREEMENT. The
parties recognize and understand that any property so owned is excluded by law from property tax
abatement.

4. Compliance with law. OVVNER shall comply with all applicable rules, regulations,
ordinances, state and federal laws in the operation of the IMPROVEMENTS.

5. Assignment. The terms and conditions of this AGREEMENT are binding upon the
successors and assigns of all parties hereto. This AGREEMENT cannot be assigned by OVVI\ER unless
written permission is first granted by the COUNTY, which permission shall be at the sole discretion of the
COUNTY, provided however that upon written notice to the COUNTY, OVVNER may assign its right under
this AGREEMENT to a wholly owned subsidiary provided the subsidiary agrees in writing to assume all
duties and obligations of this AGREEMENT.

6. Venue. This AGREEMENT shall be construed underthe laws of the State of Texas, and
venue for any action arising under state law under this AGREEMENT shall be the State District Court of
Hopkins County, Texas- lf not properly in state court, venue for any cause of action arising under federal
law shall be the Northem District of Texas.

7. Severability. ln the event any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence,
phrase, or word herein is held invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, the balance of this AGREEMENT shall
stand, shall be enforceable, and shall be read as if the parties intended at all times to delete said invalid
section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, or word. ln the event there shall be
substituted for such deleted provision a provision as similar in terms and in effecl to such deleted
provision as may be valid, legal and enforceable.

8. lndependent Parties, Nothing herein shall be construed as creating a partnership or
joint enterprise between the COUNTY and owner. Furthermore, the parties hereto acknowledge and
agree that the doctrine of respondent superior shall not apply between the COUNry and owner, nor
betwe€n the COUNTY and any officer, director, member, agent, employee, contractor, subcontractor,
licensee, or invitee of owner.

9. Authority of COUNTY. This AGREEMENT was authorized by Resolution of the
COUNry Commissioners Court at its regular Court me€ting on the 13b day of November, 2023,
authorizing the COUNTY JUDGE to execute the AGREEMENT on behalf of the COUNTY.

10. Authority of OWNER. This AGREEMENT was entered into by Signature Solar, LLC
and EG4 Electronics, LLC. by James Showalte( Managing Member authorized to execute this
AGREEMENT on behalf of Signature Solar, LLC and EG4 Electronics, LLC.

'l,1. Effective date. This AGREEMENT shall be effective on the latest date that one of the
parties signs below.
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ATTEST:

Tracy Smith, CLERK

HOPKINS COUNTY. TE)GS:

Newsom. COU

Date: / /-/s- ro{

SIGNATURE SOLAR, LLC
EG4 ELECTRONICS, LLC

By: a"rrr"- Slarrah-
@

Date. 09129123

By:
J
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EXHIBIT'A'

Hopkins Cenlral Appraisal District parcels number 7174 & 7179

'15.2'156 Acres, Lots 2,3,6-01 &7 Blocks 205 & 214, Sulphur Springs, Hopkins County Texas
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